
Medium 
Wheel Loaders
Waste Handling Arrangements

950K 962K 966K 972K 980K

Engine Model Cat® C7.1 ACERT™ Cat® C7.1 ACERT™ Cat® C9.3 ACERT™ Cat® C9.3 ACERT™ Cat® C13 ACERT™

Net Power – ISO 9249 157 kW (211 hp) 165 kW (221 hp) 199 kW (267 hp) 215 kW (288 hp) 274 kW (369 hp)

Operating Weight 15 704 kg (34,620 lb) 16 619 kg (36,639 lb) 19 383 kg (42,732 lb) 21 447 kg (47,283 lb) 25 152 kg (55,448 lb)

Bucket Capacity 5.20 m3 (6.75 yd3) 5.20 m3 (6.75 yd3) 6.5 m3 (8.5 yd3) 6.5 m3 (8.5 yd3) 11.0 m3 (14.5 yd3)

See Page 11 for full machine confi guration.
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Waste Handling Features 

Operator Environment
The new four post ROPS cab provides enhanced 
comfort, visibility, and productivity resulting in 
a more effi cient operator. New features include 
automatic climate control, viscous mounts to 
reduce noise and vibration levels, post mounted 
membrane switches, and a convex windshield 
giving the operator a panoramic view.

Machine Guarding
Standard and optional guarding help to protect 
your machine from the harsh environment of a 
waste handling application. The machine guarding 
is purpose built to protect your machine’s major 
components and systems to ensure durability 
and reliability.

Versatility
A variety of pin-on and coupler attachments 
are available for challenging waste handling 
applications. Cat® Work Tools are durable, reliable 
and designed for performance and effi ciency with 
your Cat Wheel Loader.

Safety
Caterpillar continues to be proactive in developing 
machines that meet or exceed safety standards in 
waste handling applications. Safety is an integral 
part of all machines and system designs, and can 
be seen throughout the K Series models.

Serviceability
Our electrical and hydraulic service centers, new 
window cleaning platform, along with additional 
key serviceability features help make servicing 
customer machines and in-fi eld component 
exchange quick, easy, and effi cient.

Flexport™ Tires (available 950K – 972K)
Cat Flexport Tires provide more fl exibility and 
stability which delivers a more cushioned and 
comfortable ride compared to other solid tires. 
The result is less operator fatigue and less stress 
on the machine.
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In the harsh environment of a waste handling application, 
you need a wheel loader designed for the job. The industrial 
package is specifi cally designed to protect all major 
components and systems for use in waste handling 
applications. Additional options and work tools are also 
available allowing you to customize your Cat® Medium 
Wheel Loader to match your specifi c application. Read on 
to learn more about how these waste handling wheel 
loaders deliver sustainable productivity, fuel effi ciency, 
ease of serviceability, ergonomics and operator comfort.



3

Operator Environment
Safe. Comfortable. Efficient.

Electro-Hydraulic (EH) Joystick Steering with 
Force Feedback (Speed Sensitive)
The industry leading EH joystick steering system is available 
on the 966K through 980K and combines operator comfort 
and precision control to provide a sustainable work environment 
for the operator. The system incorporates a force feedback 
motor that automatically adjusts the effort needed to tilt the 
ergonomic joystick based on ground speed, resulting in superior 
control in all applications and climates. For customers who 
prefer a steering wheel, an electro-hydraulic steering wheel 
is available as an option.

Conventional Steering Wheel
The conventional steering configuration offers a low-effort 
hand metering unit hydraulic steering system offered on the 
950K and 962K. Load sensing steering directs power through 
the steering system only when needed. When not steering, 
more engine power is available to generate rimpull, breakout 
force, lift force, and results in reduced fuel consumption. 
The optional Command Control Steering is still offered on 
the 950K and is a load sensing system that links the steering 
wheel and frame angle positions to provide the proper amount 
of steering control. Full machine articulation is accomplished 
with a ± 70 degrees turn of the wheel versus two or three 
360 degree turns on a conventional steering wheel.

Ignition Console
The ignition console is new on the K Series and contains 
the ignition controls, EH parking brake and implement lock 
out rocker switches, a 12-volt port, and the controls for the 
optional heated/remote controlled external mirrors. To the 
right of the console are the MP3 player jack, MP3 player 
or cell phone holder, and two cup holders.

Auto Climate Control and Air Quality
The new climate control system automatically adjusts the air 
temperature and fan speed to maintain the operator’s preferred 
climate setting. The cab air filtration system is now serviced 
from outside the cab, enabling maximum air quality and 
cab cleanliness. Combined together, the operator remains 
efficient and productive all shift long due to a sustainable 
work environment. An optional charcoal cab filter is offered 
with the scrap handler package to help improve air quality 
in debris dense areas.
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Machine Guarding
Customized Protection for your Wheel Loader.
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1 – Narrow Steel Front Fenders*
Standard full-coverage front fenders are replaced with a heavy duty narrow steel fender design. These robust fenders are designed 
specifically to live in a waste handling application.

2 – Front Frame Guards*
Protecting the underside of the front half of the machine, these guards prevent debris build up and damage to major components 
such as the drive shaft and lift cylinders.

3 – Belly Guards*
Protecting the underside of the rear half  of the machine, belly guards prevent debris build-up and damage to major 
components such as the engine and transmission. The industrial package is equipped with a hinged power train guard and 
an optional actuated guard for allowing easy removal of accumulated debris.

4 – Turbine Engine Precleaner with Debris Screen*
Turbine precleaner with debris screen extends filter life and helps to provide clean air to the engine in high debris applications.

5 – Heavy Duty Steps*
As part of the industrial package, the bottom and rear steps are replaced with a heavy duty robust solution designed 
to withstand the damage from harsh waste applications.

6 – Reinforced Service Centers*
Reinforced guarding is provided to gain additional protection for key components located in your hydraulic and electrical 
service centers.

7 – Optional Radiator Guard
Optional Heavy Duty radiator guard provides additional rear machine protection in this tough application. The guard is hinged 
for easy access to the airborne debris screen and cooling cores.

8 – Optional Window Guards
Depending on the level of protection required, three optional guard designs are available to help protect the cab glass from 
damage while working in tough waste applications. There are two front windshield guard options and a full cab glass guard 
available to protect your wheel loader.

* Included in the Industrial arrangement
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9 – Lift Cylinder Baffles*
Lift cylinder baffles prevent debris buildup and compaction 
under the lift cylinder, protecting the cylinder from damage.

10 – Hitch and Steering Cylinder Guards*
Hitch-area guards protect hydraulic lines and other components 
by enclosing the frame to reduce debris entry into transmission 
and engine compartments. Steering cylinder guards are 
provided to inhibit debris from damaging the steering cylinders.

11 – Axle Seal Guards
Axle seal guards provide protection from wire or other debris 
that could wrap around the axle and damage the axle seals.

12 – Light Guards*
Guards are provided to shield the front, rear and roading 
lights from debris damage while working in waste handling 
applications.

13 – Tilt Cylinder Guards*
Heavy duty sliding tilt cylinder guards provide protection 
against airborne debris and potential bucket spill material 
from damaging the tilt cylinders.

Cab Filtration System*
The industrial package comes equipped with a powered cab 
precleaning system which supplies clean air to the cab in high 
debris application.

Optional RESPA Cat filtration system is also available.
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* Included in the Industrial arrangement
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Fusion™ eliminates
coupler offset...

...with 
substantial

improvements in
center of gravity.

Versatility
Work Tool Options to Meet Your Waste Handling Needs.

Work Tool Attachments to Help You Minimize Waste
A variety of pin-on and coupler attachments are available 
for challenging waste handling applications. Cat Work Tools 
are durable, reliable and designed for performance and 
efficiency with your Cat Wheel Loader.

1 – Fusion™ Quick Coupler (available 950K – 972K)
The Fusion Quick Coupler System gives one common 
interface across a range of medium and small wheel loaders. 
A quick coupler allows one machine to use a range of 
different work tools on the job site. Fusion allows one work 
tool to be picked up by the entire range of medium and 
small wheel loaders.

With a Fusion Coupler, performance is virtually identical 
to pin-on attachments. The coupler sits back, close in to the 
loader arms – minimizing offset, enabling increased machine 
performance. An advanced wedging mechanism creates a 
tight, rattle-free fit which results in a longer coupler and 
attachment service life. An open coupler frame design clears 
sight lines from the operator’s seat to the load. Loading and 
unloading is done confidently and quickly with good 
visibility to the tool and load.
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Forks and Buckets

Several styles are available for handling many types of waste 
material. Light Material, General Purpose and Material 
Handling Buckets are designed with Performance Series 
characteristics and bring fuel efficiency to load-and-carry 
applications.

2 – Waste Buckets: Designed for long life in the harsh world 
of refuse. This high-capacity bucket is well-suited for loading, 
sorting and other transfer station work.

3 – Grapple Bucket: Dual top clamps grab and hold loose 
material. They are key producers in transfer stations 
and landfills.

4 – High Dump Buckets: Dedicated dumping cylinders and a 
bottom hinge “roll out” material. This bucket reaches up and 
over the sides of loading bins and truck sides – higher than 
ordinary bucket types.

5  – Performance Series General Purpose and Material Handling 
Buckets: Designed for loading, carrying, stockpiling and 
backfilling in a variety of applications and materials.

6  – Performance Series Light Material Buckets: Maximum 
productivity in loading and stockpiling.

7 – Multi-Purpose Buckets: A unique four-way action can load, 
bulldoze, clamp pipe or large chunks of concrete, clean up 
debris and many other tasks.

8 – Pallet Forks: Pick up and transfer a variety of banded or 
baled material. Fusion Pallet Forks feature an open frame 
design and offset tines for maximum visibility to the tines.

Check with your local Cat dealer for specific work tool 
attachments available in your region. 
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Safety
Built to Protect You.

Entry and Exit
Well-placed grab bars and a ladder inclination angle of 
10-degrees forward makes the walk into the cab feel more 
like a staircase than a ladder. The new wider front hinged 
door can be opened and closed while seated, greatly improving 
ingress and egress. Two new left-hand and right-hand sliding 
windows can also be opened and closed with one hand while 
seated for comfortable communication to personnel on 
the ground.

Rearview Camera
With the new standard rearview camera, visibility is greatly 
enhanced. The camera is located in a pocket on the grill to 
protect it from damage and the elements. The camera can 
be set to activate only when the transmission is in reverse to 
help eliminate distractions in the cab, especially when in dark 
environments. Two rear work lights are located in the rear 
grill and can be activated to illuminate the area behind the 
machine in low light conditions.

Visibility
Visibility has been enhanced by removing the steering wheel 
(966K – 980K), adding a convex windshield, and eliminating 
two ROPS posts. The cab has a clean and clear panoramic 
view for safe operation of the machine. External rearview 
mirrors are mounted on the cab to provide all around visibility. 
The external mirrors fold horizontally to provide fast, safe 
access to clean the window from the front platform. 
Optional heated and powered mirrors are available to 
further improve visibility in cold climates.

Lights
The K Series standard lighting package now includes roading 
lights, which have a high and low beam as well as turn signals 
(LED front signals are optional). The standard package also 
comes with four work lights located at the four corners of the 
cab, two facing forward and two facing back. The stop, tail, 
and turn signals are located in the counterweight in the rear 
of the machine. All rear signal lights are mounted in a pocket 
for extra protection and are LED lights to improve the durability 
and reliability. Optional lights include the HID lighting 
package that includes 4 high intensity discharge lights and a 
strobe beacon (mounted to the outside of the standard work 
lights). A halogen work light package is also available that 
includes 4 halogen lights and a strobe beacon.
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Serviceability
Easy to Maintain. Easy to Service.

Engine Enclosure
The K Series retains the Cat sloped “one-piece” non-metallic tilting hood, which has become one of our brand’s hallmarks and 
provides industry-leading access to the engine, Cat Clean Emission Module (CEM) and other components but with fresh new 
styling clearly distinct from the H Series. Lift time to raise the hood is approximately 48 seconds. If  necessary, the entire hood 
enclosure can be removed utilizing built-in lift points.

Clamshell Hood
New to the loaders is a rear clamshell hood design that allows quick access to the engine oil dipstick and fill, fuel fill port, and 
cooler cores. With the hood lowered the operator can raise the clamshell hood easily with the assistance of spring struts that 
provide an ergonomic opening and closing effort for the operator in all weather conditions. The new clamshell hood will also 
provide improved access to the cooler cores including the hydraulic oil cooler, air conditioning condenser, jacket water, fuel 
cooler, and the new cooler system.

Window Cleaning Platform
A new window cleaning platform extends along the front of the convex windshield for fast, safe, and more convenient cleaning 
access. To make accessing the platform easier, the external mirrors on the side of the cab folds horizontally rather than vertically. 
A non-slip step has also been added near the left A pin to help assist operators when stepping onto the cleaning platform.

Optional Variable Pitch Fan
An optional variable pitch fan helps clean the cooler cores from the backside. The variable pitch fan acts like an airplane 
propeller in that the pitch of the blade is actually changed to switch the direction flow of cooling air. This fan is beneficial in 
providing more airflow in the reverse direction (when compared to a system that simply reverses the fan rotation), which more 
thoroughly expels any debris build up in the cooling cores. The variable pitch fan eliminates the need for an air wand used to 
clean the backside of the cooler cores.
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Flexport™ Tires
Designed for Your Application.

Cat® Flexport™ Tires are a solid, ported design for flat-proof 
operation in severe applications. Each tire features elliptical 
holes (ports) molded through the outer ring of the sidewall 
for more flexibility than a traditional solid tire. The result is 
less operator fatigue and less stress on the machine.

The second generation Flexport tires feature improved, 
high quality rubber compounds for longer wear. In addition 
to the treaded design for unimproved surfaces, a smooth 
tread design is now available for enhanced durability in 
severe applications.

The Flexport tire is a complete assembly of rubber and wheel, 
which makes it quick and easy to install a new set of tires.

Caterpillar’s current Flexport product is available on the 
950K, 962K, 966K and 972K.

Head-To-Head Comparison Results:
Flexport elliptical design far superior to round design

Other tire companies manufacture tires with 
round holes.

• The round design easily collapses into a flat 
shape under a load, which creates corners 
that cause “pinch” or “stress” points.

• Stress point damage will typically result in 
cracking and chunking of a tire.

Caterpillar designed Flexport Tires with elliptical-
shaped ports.

• Flexport’s elliptical ports are designed not 
to crush when compressed by heavy weight.

• Because the ports don’t crush, this reduces 
stress points – and increases wear life.
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950K/962K/966K/972K/980K Specifications

Dimensions
All dimensions are approximate.

950K 962K 966K 972K 980K

Engine Model Cat® C7.1 ACERT™ Cat® C7.1 ACERT™ Cat® C9.3 ACERT™ Cat® C9.3 ACERT™ Cat® C13 ACERT™

Max Net Power 157 kW 211 hp 165 kW 221 hp 199 kW 267 hp 215 kW 288 hp 274 kW 369 hp

Waste Bucket Capacity 5.20 m3 6.75 yd3 5.20 m3 6.75 yd3 6.5 m3 8.5 yd3 6.5 m3 8.5 yd3 11.0 m3 14.5 yd3

Waste Bucket Weight 2524 kg 5,553 lb 2524 kg 5,553 lb 2913 kg 6,409 lb 2913 kg 6,409 lb 3925 kg 8,635 lb

Operating Weight* 15 704 kg 34,620 lb 16 619 kg 36,639 lb 19 383 kg 42,732 lb 21 447 kg 47,283 lb 25 152 kg 55,448 lb

High Lift Change in Operating Weight 602 kg 1,326 lb 550 kg 1,211 lb 1726 kg 3,803 lb 85 kg 186 lb 115 kg 253 lb

Flexport Tire Weight – Smooth 5296 kg 11,651 lb 5296 kg 11,651 lb 6639 kg 14,606 lb 6639 kg 14,606 lb N/A

Flexport Tire Weight – Treaded 4980 kg 10,956 lb 4980 kg 10,956 lb 6161 kg 13,554 lb 6161 kg 13,554 lb N/A

Change in Flexport Tire Radius 33 mm 1.3" 33 mm 1.3" 45 mm 1.8" 45 mm 1.8" 18 mm 0.7"

*  Operating weights shown are based on a machine configuration including full fluids, operator, standard counterweight, Product Link, limited slip 
differential axles (front/rear), axle seal guards, secondary steering, sound suppression, industrial package, and less tires, rims, and bucket.

950K 962K 966K 972K 980K

1 Height to Top of ROPS 3356 mm 11'10" 3356 mm 11'10" 3547 mm 11'7" 3547 mm 11'7" 3809 mm 12'6"

2 Height to Top of Exhaust Pipe 3099 mm 10'2" 3099 mm 10'2" 3518 mm 11'6" 3518 mm 11'6" 3737 mm 12'4"

3 Height to Top of Hood 2415 mm 7'11" 2415 mm 7'11" 2828 mm 9'3" 2828 mm 9'3" 3109 mm 10'2"

4 Ground Clearance With 26.5R25 397 mm 1'3" 397 mm 1'3" 475 mm 1'6" 475 mm 1'6" 460 mm 1'6"

5 B-Pin Height – Standard 4021 mm 13'2" 4237 mm 13'10" 4234 mm 13'10" 4456 mm 14'7" 4539 mm 14'11"

B-Pin Height – High-Lift 4526 mm 14'10" 4526 mm 13'10" 4792 mm 15'8" 4792 mm 15'8" 4760 mm 15'7"

6 Center Line of Rear Axle to Rear Edge 1905 mm 6'3" 2055 mm 6'9" 2187 mm 7'2" 2473 mm 8'1" 2510 mm 8'2"

7 Wheelbase 3350 mm 10'11" 3350 mm 10'11" 3450 mm 11'3" 3450 mm 11'3" 3700 mm 12'1"

8 B-Pin Height @ Carry – Standard 659 mm 26" 677 mm 2'7" 640 mm 2'1" 689 mm 2'3" 673 mm 2'0"

9 Center Line of Rear Axle to Hitch 1510 mm 4'11" 1510 mm 4'11" 1725 mm 5'7" 1725 mm 5'7" 1850 mm 6'1"

10 Rack Back @ Maximum Lift 59 degrees 55 degrees 62 degrees 56 degrees 61 degrees

11 Dump Angle @ Maximum Lift 51 degrees 49 degrees 49 degrees 48 degrees 52 degrees

12 Rack Back @ Carry 46 degrees 51 degrees 50 degrees 50 degrees 49 degrees

13 Rack Back @ Ground 38 degrees 39 degrees 42 degrees 41 degrees 41 degrees

14 Height to Center Line of Axle 746 mm 2'3" 746 mm 2'3" 798 mm 2'7" 798 mm 2'7" 885 mm 2'11"

15 Lift Arm Clearance 3275 mm 10'7" 3472 mm 11'4" 2862 mm 9'3" 3804 mm 2'7" 3795 mm 12'6"

Lift Arm Clearance @ High Lift 3625 mm 11'9" 3625 mm 11'9" 4153 mm 13'6" 4153 mm 13'6" 4041 mm 13'4"

Tires used for above dimensions Michelin 23.5R25 
XHA2 L3

Michelin 23.5R25 
XHA2 L3

Michelin 26.5R25 
XHA2 L3

Michelin 26.5R25 
XHA2 L3

Michelin 29.5R25 
XLDD1 L4
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Medium Wheel Loaders Waste Handling Arrangements

For more complete information on Cat products, dealer services, and industry solutions, 
visit us on the web at www.cat.com
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